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Thr project. Rc-Oollrcting Rome:  A Ututhronic (,wtie to dip 
Lit\, c,\plores the urhan fabric of Rome ufing the wction. the 
reprcser~tatior~al tool u d  to expose a strut~ture as il it vere  
cut/dra1{11 through h\ an intersecting plane. 1 hile the plan ha; 
heen the prelalent means of documenting Rome and all other 
I ities. it remains a si~igular nlonler~t in histon - iri fact. one 
nid! suggest it can nex er vscape the present. The iection. on the 
other hand. is a diachronic cut that spans time and spaw 
exposirq a net\\ ork of associati1 e linkages. ~t hich can read 
forward and hdrliuard, up. down. and at ross. The uork. in 
d r a ~ t i n p  moclels arid text, discloses a mnemo~~ic  context. 
\<hit11 crosses and links the  distinct historiei of Ronie. 

This i~neitigation oi the two Romes. pagan arid Christian. 
references the arcl~eological-architectural rnethods emploked 
h\ Giman11i Bdttkta Pirariesi in his I /  (,anzpo Jlarzo of 1;(d. 
In Pirariesi'c recol~struction of the field of %I,. he identified 
and mapped. through combined text and drawing, urhdri 
 element^ in six liisturital periods based on iniages. artifact> and 
texts of the past. Each plate. intermeaxing image and text is a 
netuorL of precise urban references fixing an in1 enti\ e 
landscape of juxtapowd times and pldcei. The d r a ~ i n g s  and 

models. like that of Piranesi's. are not i l lu~trdtkr  of a l\no\tri 
condition hut rather a11 a c t i ~ e  exploration. an a r~a l~ t i r  projrc - 
tion grounded b j  certain true\. 

Is the pagan Rome expand< drld the Lhristian Rome corn e r p .  
the project follons the trajectories (l~istoricdl. politital. reli- 
gioui. m\diical) of the route3 trax eled. Thebe o~erlaps are 
inextricahlj fixed within the lard and cit!ccape. T l ~ r  spatial and 
temporal intersection. structure the ernphasii of J\ritlng. and 
drauings as nell a i  prolide referential markers to guide the 
reader's path* through the hod\ of the uork  from Ireginning to 
end. Texts. artifacts and images are recollected. rrc ombined 
\~it l i in the present to retor~qtruct exents of 1n7;th a d  histoq. 
The dra\%ings and models cut acrohs the Roman topgraph!. 
creating nev journejs. simultaneousl~ spatial and temporal. 

The proje~t  supports the rollahoration between drawing and 
text. theon, and practice. using the sectzon as an ~n te rvc tmg  
plane lznhing the histor? of ezent, and the hrstor\ of 
Through parallel inr estigation. - an inter\$ (11 en anal7 sis of 
T isual image and text - the ( on\ ergencei. ph! <it a1 and ~ne ta -  
physic al. het\+een the pagan and Christian r~ations are exposed. 
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Re-collecting Rome explores the urban fabric of Rome using the section as an 
intersecting plane linking the history of events and the history of places. The section, a 
diachronic cut, spans time and space exposing a network of assoc~ative linkages to be 
read forward and backward -up, down and across space, in the past, present and future. 

As the pagan Rome expands and the Christian Rome converges, the work follows the 
trajectories (historical, political. religious, mythical) of the routes once traveled. The 
drawings and models cut across the Roman topography. creating new journies 
simultaneously spatial and temporal. 
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He (Constantme) also made In the time 
of R e  pope and atter his prayer a 
bas~lica for the Apostle Peter before 
Apollos Temple In the Vatican The 
emperor first dug the foundat~on and 
in reverence to the twelve apostles he 
carr~ed out twelve basketful of earth 

(Mirabilla Urbrs Romae) 

ap For many centuries after the peace of 
Constanhne the exact spot of S Petw s 
execution was marked by a chapel 
called Vle chapel of the "Cruclflxion ' 
The meaning of the name and its 
orlyin as well as the topographic detarls 
connected with the event were lost in 
the darkness of the Mrddie ages The 
memortal chapel lost ~ t s  Idenmy and was 
believed to belong to "Hlm who was 
crucified " that is to Christ himself It 
disappeared seven or elght centuries 
ago 

(Pagan and Chr~stian Rome Lancian~) 
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And while Octavlan diligently llstened 
to the Sybil heaven opened and a 
great brightness shone on h m  and he 
saw In heaven a virgln exceedingly 
f a r  holding a man child In her arms 
Octavian matveled greatly at this and 
he heard a voice from heaven saying 
'Thls is the Virgin who shall conceive 
the Savior of the World And again he 
heard another voice from heaven 
saying This is the altar of the Son of 
God " The vlsion took place In the 
chamber of Emperor Octavian where 
the Church of Santa Maria In Capitolio 
IS now Therefore it IS called Santa 
Maria in Aracoell 

(Mirabilia Urbis Romae) 


